
Amaryllis bulbs are typically available from October through April. While the market
offers a wide array of varieties, we've found that Amaryllis tend to flower most
consistently after January 1st. 

Want to hit specific holidays? Here are some guidelines:
For Christmas: Target a November 10th planting. 
For Valentine's Day: Plant around December 20th. For best results, stick with larger
30/32 size bulbs of varieties like Ludwig Goliath, Fantastica, Dutch Belle, Apple
Blossom, or Maria Goretti.
For Easter: Good news! All varieties and sizes are suitable. Just schedule your
shipment to arrive six weeks before Easter.

Storage Upon Arrival
Upon receiving your bulbs, store them in a low-humidity, well-ventilated area.
For short-term storage, aim for 55-60°F (13-16°C).
If you're planning long-term storage or notice sprouts beginning to show, drop the
temperature to 41°F (5°C).

Planting Perfection
Amaryllis thrive in a specific environment. Here’s how to get them planted right:

Growing Medium: Use a sterilized, well-drained planting medium with a pH
between 6.0-6.5. Never use fresh manure or tree bark in your mix. A good
general guideline is 1/3 peat, 1/3 sand, and 1/3 compost, or consider a quality
branded potting soil like Sunshine #4.
Potting: One bulb per 5.5-inch or 6-inch (13-15 cm) standard pot is typical. For 8-
inch pots, you can plant three smaller bulbs.
Bulb Placement: When planting, ensure the nose (top) of the bulb is slightly above
the rim of the pot, with about one-third of the bulb visible out of the soil. This helps
prevent rot.
Pots: Plastic pots are often preferred. Plant them pot-to-pot on your benches for
efficient space use.
Initial Watering: After planting, water thoroughly. After that, keep the medium
only slightly moist. The goal is to encourage the roots to grow outwards in search
of water, not to drown them. Always use tepid (lukewarm) water and avoid
watering the bulb nose directly.
Fertilization: Amaryllis typically don't need fertilizer initially. Advise your
customers to begin fertilizing 1-2 times per month once the plants are growing
and after they’ve been marketed.
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Generally, you can
expect blooms about
four weeks after the
shoot emerges.



Light
Amaryllis can be forced in a low to medium light (1000-5000 foot-candles) intensity
greenhouse. Interestingly, you can even start bulbs in a dark, temperature-controlled area
until the flower stalk emerges before moving them into lighted conditions. If you're using
an oblique light source, remember to rotate pots 180 degrees every few days to
encourage even growth.

Low light and lower temperatures during forcing will lead to taller stems.
High light and higher temperatures will promote shorter stems.

Temperature
Amaryllis can tolerate a range of temperatures, but for optimal results, aim for a constant
day and night temperature of 75-80°F (24-27°C). Bottom heat is highly recommended!

Average forcing time to market stage is generally 6-8 weeks, though this can vary by
cultivar and forcing period.
Never let the temperature fall below 72°F (22°C) or rise above 86°F (30°C) during
the forcing period.
To delay flowering: Place pots at 48°F (9°C) when the first bud is just forming (stage
2). Growth will virtually stop, allowing you to hold them for up to 10 days. Resume
growth by moving them back to a warmer area. Do not water plants while they are at
48°F.
To accelerate growth: Increase the greenhouse temperature, always ensuring a
consistent environment. Just don't go above 86°F (30°C).

When to Market
Amaryllis are ready for market when the floral stalk is about 12 inches tall. Ideally, you'll
also see 6-12 inches of leaf growth and perhaps even a second stalk beginning to
emerge.
Post-Harvest & Storage

Do not cold store Amaryllis plants or cut flowers.
If you need to hold them, place them at 50°F (10°C).
Always include care tags with your plants to help consumers succeed. Remind them to
fertilize 1-2 times per month when the plant is actively growing and that they can
move the potted plant outdoors after the danger of frost has passed.

Using Amaryllis as Cut Flowers
Amaryllis make stunning cut flowers!

When to Cut: Harvest when the floral buds are colored but not yet open.
Preventing Stem Splitting: To prevent the stems from splitting and curling outwards, you
can hold the cut flowers in a 0.125 sucrose solution for 24 hours at 72°F (22°C)
before shipping.
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Never use fresh manure or
tree bark as part of the
medium

Aim for a constant day
and night temperature
of 75-80°F (24-27°C).

The Symbol of Our Commitment:
The Amaryllis.
We chose the Amaryllis flower to represent our Holland roots and because it
tells a story of strength (it's tough!), beauty (gorgeous!), and growth (aiming
high!). These aren't just flower facts; they're core to helping you grow a more
beautiful world with premium products and unparalleled customer service.
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