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Cut Flower Production

Soil & Planting Essentials

« Start with a well-drained soil that has a pH of 6-7 and low soluble salts. Plant your
dahlias in a spot that receives full sun, making sure to position the crown slightly
above the soil line. It's important to avoid splitting roots before planting; keep them
intact for stronger growth.

» For optimal spacing, aim for 2 feet between plants within each row, with rows spaced required, beginning at
2-3 feet apart. This gives your dahlias enough room to flourish and makes harvesting | shoot emergence.
easier.

Continuous feeding is

Watering & Feeding

+ Dahlias are quite thirsty plants! They're water-loving, so in dry conditions, make sure
to provide ample water to support healthy growth and vibrant blooms. Consistent
moisture is key.

+ You'll also need a continuous feeding program, starting right when shoots emerge. A
weekly application of 200 ppmN of a 20-20-20 soluble fertilizer works well, or you
can opt for a top-dress application of a slow-release 14-14-14 fertilizer. Choose the
method that best fits your operation.

Harvesting & Post-Harvest Care

» Timing your harvest is crucial for vase life. Cut your dahlias when their petals just
begin to loosen. This ensures they're mature enough to hold up well but not so open
that they'll blow quickly.

+ Dahlias can be cut with or without foliage, depending on your market's preference.
Once cut, store your blooms in a cooler at 40-45°F (4-7°C) to maintain their freshness
and extend their shelf life.

(Greenhouse information on back.)
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Greenhouse Culture: Your Guide to Thriving Dahlias

Initial Growth & Shoot Management
o When your dahlias first start to shoot, you'll notice growth can be a bit uneven. It's crucial to limit shoot development to
a maximum of three per crown. This ensures optimal plant health and flower production.

Watering Wisdom
o After potting, give your medium a thorough watering. For the first 4-5 weeks, aim to keep the medium consistently moist,
but never waterlogged. As shoots begin to emerge, apply water directly to the medium, doing your best to avoid
wetting the foliage.
« Once buds are visible, you'll need to increase both the frequency and thoroughness of your watering.
o If you're planning to apply A'Rest as a soil drench, ensure your medium is moist beforehand. A good practice is to
water the evening before and then apply the A'Rest the following morning.

Potting & Medium Essentials
o For single dahlia plants, a é-inch (15 cm) pot is standard, whether it's a 3/4 or full-sized pot. While both clay and
plastic pots work, plastic is generally preferred.
o Dahlias thrive in a well-drained, granular medium that's sterile, has a pH between 67, and is low in soluble salts. The
medium's texture is especially critical if you're using A'Rest as a soil drench.
o A good blend consists of equal parts loamy soil, a coarse aggregate, and peat. Remember, organic matter
shouldn't make up more than one+third of the mixture, and avoid any bark in your medium.

Light, Temperature & Airflow
o Throughout their greenhouse journey, dahlias need full sunlight exposure. Maintain a minimum night temperature of 62-
65°F (17-18°C); anything lower will delay flowering. During the day, aim for 68-72°F (20-22°C). Prolonged higher
temperatures can negatively impact plant quality.
« Need fo finetune your crop's schedule2 You can slow down development closer to market by dropping night
temperatures to 55°F (13°C). Conversely, you can speed things up by forcing temperatures to 70-75°F (21-24°C) for a
few days. Good ventilation is a must to prevent humidity from building up.

Fertilization Fundamentals
o Dahlias are hungry plants! Begin continuous fertilization as soon as shoot growth becomes visible. A complete NPK
fertilizer is essential. You can opt for a slow-release option like a 14-14-14 top-dress, or use a weekly application of
200 ppm N from a 20-20-20 soluble fertilizer. Liquid feed can also supplement your slow-release program if needed.

The Power of Ancymidol (A'Rest)
o Ancymidol (A'Rest) is the only approved plant growth regulator for controlling height in tuberous-rooted dahlias. For
primary height control, apply A'Rest as a soil drench no later than two weeks after planting. For best results, apply it
when shoots are approximately 1/4 inch (0.5 cm) long. And as mentioned before, make sure your planting medium is

moist at the time of application! Refer to your variety list for specific A'Rest usage guidelines.

Pinching for Perfection
o Pinch any plants producing only a single strong shoot. The ideal time to pinch out the ferminal shoot is after the third or
fourth pair of leaves have unfolded. Dahlias typically form 2-4 pairs of leaves. This strategic pinch will encourage 2-4
lateral breaks, leading to more blooms.

Quality Stock Matters
« Always ensure your dahlia roots come from cultivated stock specifically grown for pot culture. Avoid using regular,
uncultivated stock for your greenhouse operations.
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