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Forcing Recommendations

+ Unpack and Ventilate: Remove bulbs from their packaging immediately if you're not
planting right away. Good air circulation is crucial.

« Short-Term Storage: Keep them in a cool, dry place at 58-65°F (14-18°C).

o Ethylene Alert! This is critical: DO NOT store hyacinth bulbs near fresh fruits,
vegetables, or any other ethylene-producing products. Ethylene gas can severely
damage flower development.

The Power of Cooling: Your Key to Success
This is arguably the most vital step for robust hyacinth blooms.
« The Golden Rule: Hyacinths require a consistent 12-14 weeks of temperatures at or Hyacinths require a
below 48°F (9°C). This specific cooling period is non-negotiable for proper flower consistent 12-14 weeks

formation.
of temperatures at or
Cooling Strategies for Holiday Targets: below 48°F (9°C). This
« For Valentine's Day: Plant your bulbs in mid-October. . R .

o Initiate cooling at 48°F (9°C) and maintain this temperature until January 10th- specific cooling period is

15th. non-negotiable for
o For Easter: After planting, keep bulbs at 55°F (13°C) until you see roots emerging
from the bottom of the pot. This indicates strong initial root development.

o Once roots are visible, drop the temperature to 41°F (5°C). Maintain this
temperature until early January.

o Early January Check-in: Depending on the sprout development at this point, you'll
need to further lower the temperature to 34°F (1°C). Hold this temperature until
you're ready to bring them into the greenhouse for forcing.

o No Cooler2 No Problem (for Northern Growers): If you lack a dedicated cooler,
you can plant bulbs directly outdoors under a 6-inch layer of sand and straw. This
method is only recommended for growers in Northern states due to consistent

cold.

proper flower formation.

Greenhouse Forcing: The Final Push
Once your bulbs have completed their chilling, it's time to bring them into the warmth!
o For Christmas (Using "Prepared Hyacinths"):Keep bulbs at 40°F (4°C).
» Bring into the greenhouse around December 1st.
o For Valentine's Day: Target 3-4 weeks of forcing at 65-70°F (18-21°C).
» Bring into the greenhouse around January 10th-15th.
o For Easter: Allow 4 weeks of forcing at 65-70°F (18-21°C).
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Watering & Fertilization
Keep it simple, keep it effective.
o Watering: Water thoroughly every other day.

« Crucially, always water directly into the pot, avoiding wetting the foliage or
flowers overhead. This minimizes disease risk and promotes healthy root
uptake.

o Fertilizer: Only fertilize in the greenhouse, never in the cooler.

« Use calcium nitrate at a rate of 2 Ibs per 100 gallons of water. This provides

the necessary nutrients for robust flower development.

Never fertilize in
the cooler.

By following these guidelines, you'll be well on your way to producing a spectacular crop
of hyacinths that will delight your customers. Happy growing!

Outdoor Planting for Peak Performance

Whether in pots or in the ground, proper planting sets the stage.

o Outdoor Planting (Landscaping):Choose a well-drained site with good outdoor
compost. Aim for a pH level

° P|f.‘mf bulbs so the soil is 6 inches above‘the bulb nose. ‘ of 6-7 and low

o Aim for 40 bulbs per square yard, spacing them roughly 6 inches apart.

o Outdoor hyacinths typically flower in April, reaching about 10 inches tall. soluble salt levels.

o Indoor Forcing (Pots):Soil Level: Plant bulbs so the top of the bulb (the nose) is right
at the soil surface.

o Growing Medium: Any commercial potting mix will work, provided it has
excellent drainage and allows for undisturbed root growth. Key factors: a pH level
of 67 and low soluble salt levels.

o Recommended Mixes: We've seen excellent results with Fafard #2, Fafard #3-B,
Fafard #4, Metro 350, Metro 360, and Metro 500, or Fison Sunshine #4.
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